DATE:  January 11, 2011

TO:  Alumni -- Epsilon Delta Chapter Sigma Nu Fraternity

FROM:  Dave Foreman, Chapter Advisor

RE:  Major loss for Epsilon Delta Chapter


I am sad to report the death of Edward H. Clay EPD 295.  Ed Clay died on Thursday, January 6, 2011 at his apartment in Bellevue, Washington.  Ed had suffered briefly from a severe urinary tract infection.


Ed Clay was a 1935 graduate of Cheyenne High School and 1939 graduate of UW earning a degree in Arts & Sciences.  He served as Chapter Commander 1938-39.  Ed was a U.S. Army officer during World War II and participated in the war effort in Italy, was a member of the U.S. invasion force in Southern France and culminated his war experience with service in both Germany and Norway.  Ed achieved a 40 year career as an executive with United Airlines, retiring in the early 1980’s.  Ed spent the majority of his retirement years living in his beautiful home in Palos Verde Estates in Southern California with his wife Virginia.


For 70 years Ed Clay was an ardent supporter of the University of Wyoming especially the College of Arts & Sciences, the UW Alumni Association and Epsilon Delta Chapter of Sigma Nu.  Ed received the UWAA Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1971.  Of the 40 members of Epsilon Delta Chapter who have received the Distinguished Alumnus Award, Ed nominated and doggedly pursued the selection process for at least 30 of those awardees from 1975 through 2009.  Ed Clay felt strongly that the Alumni of our chapter are among the most outstanding graduates of the University of Wyoming.  He took as a personal mission an effort to see that our successful Chapter Alumni were duly recognized by the University of Wyoming for their accomplishments.

Ed Clay was predictably cheerful, positive and energetic in his pursuits and interactions.  He had infectious enthusiasm.  Ed Clay spent his life focusing on the achievements and the happenings of other people.  Only under direct questioning would he reveal any personal information about himself.  True to his character he asked that there be no funeral or memorial services following his death.  He asked that all memorial contributions be directed to the UW Alumni Association, c/o Robbie Darnall, 214 S. 14th Street,  Laramie, WY 82070.  Condolences may be sent to Edward H. Clay, Jr. at 770 3rd Street East, Sonoma, CA 95476, e-mail address:  edclay@edclay.com.  

In Ed’s small, simple assisted living center apartment in Bellevue, Washington, he had the walls adorned with some striking symbols.  From the ceiling down one wall hung a very large American Flag, next to it was his commission as an officer in the U.S. Army, next to that was the medal he received signifying his selection as a Distinguished Alumnus of the University of Wyoming.  Across the room from those were attractive pictures of his wife and four children; next to them was displayed a Sigma Nu banner.


The success of our chapter over many decades was greatly influenced by the work and support of this dedicated Brother.  Those who knew him will retain the positive imprint of his remarkable fraternity spirit and his genuine friendship.  “He ever bore without abuse that grand old name of gentleman.”
